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Distinguished Guests, Dear Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen:
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It is my great honor to join you today to reflect on a subject that remains timeless and
vital for the future of our world: the role of peace in national development, as
illuminated by the life and thought of Premier Zhou Enlai.
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In modern Chinese history, Zhou Enlai stands out not only as a statesman and
diplomat but as a true practitioner of the philosophy of peace. His lifelong
commitment to peace, his people-centered vision, and his dedication to cooperation
continue to resonate across generations, offering us valuable guidance for the
challenges we face today.
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1. Peace Is Not Only a Goal but the Foundation of Development
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Premier Zhou Enlai consistently emphasized that peace is not merely a diplomatic
commitment between nations; it is the essential condition for a nation to focus on its
own construction, improve the well-being of its people, and unleash human creativity.
Peace creates stability, stability nurtures development, and development enhances the
quality of life. This principle holds true across time and geography.
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History has shown us repeatedly that conflict and war extract a heavy price — not
only in resources but in lost futures. This is why Premier Zhou firmly advocated the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence: mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial
integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-interference in internal affairs, equality and
mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence. These were not mere policy statements; they
reflected a profound attitude toward civilization itself.
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2. Dialogue Over Confrontation: The Choice of Wise Leadership
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“seeking common ground while reserving differences”

Amidst complex and often tense international landscapes, Zhou Enlai demonstrated
the wisdom of great leadership by consistently choosing dialogue over confrontation,
and patience over provocation. Whether at the Bandung Conference advocating
“seeking common ground while reserving differences,” or in the long journey toward
China-U.S. rapprochement, his approach was marked by tolerance, patience, and an
unwavering belief in the possibility of peace.
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This teaches us that responsible leadership is not driven by emotion or trapped in

cycles of confrontation. Instead, it seeks solutions through reason, respect, and an
expansive vision. Such an approach remains the wisdom most needed in our era.
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Upholding Independence While Embracing Openness —
Shaping a Globally Engaged National Strategy

The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence (1954 Bandung Conference)

These principles— laid the intellectual foundation for China’s later reform, opening-
up, and active participation in global governance.
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In today’s world of deep globalization and frequent conflicts of interest, maintaining a
balance between independent development and open cooperation remains one of the
key strategic wisdoms for China to continue engaging with the world while earning
lasting respect.
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Valuing Education and Talent, Integrating Science and Culture —
The Cornerstone of National Soft Power
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Premier Zhou’s Visit to Fudan University in 1958, advocating “Education must serve
modernization, must be oriented toward the world, and must look to the future.”
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Premier Zhou clearly understood that the true source of national competitiveness lies
in talent and innovation.
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He strongly advocated the integration of scientific research and teaching, and the co-
development of culture and technology. This philosophy deeply influenced China’s
later “Revitalizing the Nation through Science and Education” strategy.
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In today’s era of artificial intelligence, clean energy, biotechnology, and other
emerging fields, this commitment to combining technological innovation with cultural
confidence and ethical reflection continues to provide essential guidance—preventing
the narrow mindset of “technology above all.”
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Adhering to Pragmatism, Balancing Strategic Flexibility
with Steadfast Commitment — Toward Modern Governance Capacity
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The Peaceful Resolution of the Xi’an Incident (1936)
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In the face of a highly dangerous and complex situation, Zhou Enlai employed
wisdom and flexibility—turning confrontation into cooperation, which ultimately
enabled the united front against Japanese aggression.

This demonstrated his skill in seeking win-win solutions even under the most
challenging conditions.
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Today, when dealing with economic transformation, environmental pressures, and
international competition, modern governance must avoid simple confrontation or
passive retreat. Instead, Zhou’s principle of “seeking truth from facts™ calls for
adaptive strategies grounded in realism and long-term thinking.
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Recognizing the Role of Family and Social Foundations —
Building Stability and Peace from the Ground Up
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Premier Zhou’s Personal Integrity, Discipline, and
Emphasis on Moral Education within the Family.

Zhou Enlai once said:

“The family is the first school of life.”
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He practiced what he preached—not only showing great wisdom and resolve in
diplomacy and state affairs, but also exercising strict self-discipline in his personal
life, respecting boundaries between public and private roles, and valuing moral
cultivation within the family.
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Sustainable social stability and long-term national prosperity must begin with inner
peace at the individual level. Respect for individuals, care for families, and the



nurturing of harmonious social relationships are the very roots of soft power and
societal resilience.
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In one sentence, Premier Zhou’s life teaches us this profound truth:

“The true strength of a nation does not come from ruling others through fear, but from
self-discipline, integrity, and the pursuit of peace and cooperation with the world.”
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3. Cooperation and Mutual Benefit: The True Engine of Development
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Premier Zhou often reminded us that development is not the isolated pursuit of one
nation but the shared aspiration of all humanity. In today’s world of intertwined
economies, global supply chains, and cross-border innovation, this philosophy is more
relevant than ever.
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Zhou’s vision of cooperation is not merely transactional. It is about growing together
on the basis of mutual respect and equality. Through such cooperation, technology can
serve broader communities, economies can uplift wider populations, and culture can
become a bridge rather than a barrier.
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4. People-Centered Development: The Inner Foundation of Peace
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Zhou Enlai often reminded himself, “I study for the rise of China.” He deeply
understood that peace, if it does not translate into tangible well-being for ordinary
people, cannot be sustained. True peace is not merely an agreement between states —
it is the lived experience of safety, dignity, and hope in every home and every life.
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This insight teaches us that national development must be measured not only in

economic terms but in education, innovation, social justice, and cultural flourishing.
These are the true soil in which peace takes root.
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People-to-People Diplomacy:
A Vital Practice of Zhou Enlai’s Peace Philosophy
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In the history of China’s modern diplomacy, Premier Zhou Enlai was not only a key
architect of state-level peace efforts—he was also a visionary who deeply understood
that:

“Exchange between peoples must precede agreements between governments.”
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He firmly believed that:

“The foundation of relations between nations lies in the friendship between their
peoples; and friendship between peoples comes from mutual understanding.”
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As early as the 1950s, Premier Zhou actively promoted people-to-people channels
such as cultural associations, artistic exchanges, and sports diplomacy to build bridges
of human connection across political divides.
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Notable examples include:
Hosting former Japanese Prime Minister Ichird Hatoyama and other Japanese friends

in China, promoting grassroots Sino-Japanese exchanges that laid the social
foundation for the normalization of diplomatic relations between the two nations.
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Inviting American journalist Edgar Snow to China, using his reporting to convey
China’s vision of peace to the global audience.
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Supporting the historic “Ping-Pong Diplomacy,” where sports became a powerful tool
for breaking the ice between China and the United States.
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Through these initiatives, Zhou helped establish a lasting tradition of diplomacy

rooted in the principle of “people first, politics second”—melting the ice with shared
human experience before negotiating at the state level.
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In today’s deeply interconnected, multi-stakeholder global landscape, the significance
of people-to-people diplomacy has only grown stronger.
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Particularly in complex bilateral relationships such as between China and the United

States, official tensions can often be softened—and pathways for cooperation
reopened—through civil society exchanges across many domains.
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This modern expression of “people-to-people diplomacy” includes:
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Green technology collaboration between enterprises, generating shared value and
mutual benefit;
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Academic partnerships between universities, nurturing a new generation of globally
minded youth;
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NGO cooperation on humanitarian aid, environmental sustainability, and public
health, building reservoirs of trust;
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Cross-cultural engagement through art, music, and sports, touching hearts where
policies cannot.
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On global issues like artificial intelligence governance, climate change, and public

health, such multi-dimensional, citizen-driven collaboration is not only beneficial—it
1s essential.
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Peace is not born solely at the level of high government negotiations; it grows quietly,
often in the warmth of a shared cup of tea, an art exhibition, a letter, or a song.
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Premier Zhou Enlai understood deeply that peace is not a gift bestowed by power—it
is a resonance between human hearts.
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Throughout his life, he practiced this wisdom of “people-first diplomacy,” always
seeking ways for people to meet and understand each other, even when governments
remained at odds.
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As we stand today in a new era of global interconnection, continuing this spirit
requires not simple repetition, but thoughtful innovation—bringing together

businesses, scholars, scientists, artists, and communities as the new vanguards of
peace.
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When hearts connect, understanding follows. When people build bridges, nations
become friends.
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Peace is not just the signing of agreements—it is the living experience of people
meeting, sharing, and understanding each other.

Ti BB D ARSREE R

5. Responsibility Beyond the Present: Sowing Seeds of Peace for the Future

14



Jil K A A S T FE L 1 — PR AR AT A 2 A9 P S48 2. ABERKED, AR
ke, MWIEHERRKTR . AR —NBER, B DRI R,
URAAEN N AT X IR R 22 8] . SRR AT RE .

In his diplomatic practice, Premier Zhou Enlai demonstrated a historical commitment
that transcends immediate interests. He was well aware that today's choices shape the
world of the future. He was not only a statesman, but also a sower of peace, always
reserving space for dialogue and the possibility of cooperation for the next generation.
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As the Shanghai Forum assembled on April 24, 2025, the 70th Anniversary of the Bandung Conference
(1955) was celebrated in Bandung, Indonesia. Successors of the original delegates from 1955, and many
more, marked the occasion for renewed dedication to peace.
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Premier Zhou’s diplomatic practice reflected a sense of responsibility that transcended
immediate interests. He understood that the choices made today shape the world of
tomorrow. He was not only a politician but a sower of peace — always leaving space
for dialogue and possibility for future generations.
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Peace is not weakness; it is the greatest strength. Peace is not passive waiting; it is
active construction. Peace is both a responsibility and a profound expression of
wisdom.

ZE P E Conclusion:
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Dear friends, as the world once again stands at a crossroads, reflecting on Zhou
Enlai’s thought is not an exercise in nostalgia — it is a call to action. The philosophy
of peace is not confined to the past; it belongs to the future. It belongs to all who are
committed to building a better world.
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Let us take peace as our aspiration, people as our foundation, and cooperation as our

way. Let us shoulder the responsibility of our time and contribute to shared prosperity

and lasting peace for all humanity.
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Thanks to all guests for listening.

Thank you to the organizers of the forum for their careful management.

Thank you to all those who have worked quietly for the cause of peace.
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"Peace is built through dialogue, mutual respect, and shared vision."

Thank you for your attention and commitment to this common journey.
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May peace be with us!
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| ou Enlai
Peace Institute

http://www.zhouenlaipeaceinstitute.org
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